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TIP

THE FEDERAL BUDGET PROCESS
Federal agencies begin developing their budgets 18 months ahead of the next 
fiscal year. The executive branch formalizes their budget proposal in February 
and sends it to Congress for 8 months of reports, hearings, and votes. The 
below timeline outlines what that process looks like from start to finish.

The House Appropriations Committees divide 
budget resolution allocations across 12 
subcommittees in each chamber.

07

Each subcommittee holds public hearings, 
prepares appropriations bills, & sets 
discretionary spending limits.

08

The Appropriations Committee in the House 
votes on the 12 subcommittee bills.09

Full House vote on their respective 
appropriations bill. 10

The Senate Appropriations Committees divide 
budget resolution allocations across 12 
subcommittees in each chamber.

07

Each subcommittee holds public hearings, 
prepares appropriations bills, & sets 
discretionary spending limits.

08

The Appropriations Committee in the Senate 
votes on the 12 subcommittee bills.09

Full Senate vote on their respective 
appropriations bill. 10

The President signs or vetoes 
each bill. If the bills fail to pass 
or get vetoes, the President must 
sign a continuing resolution to 
avoid a shutdown.

11

Congressional Budget Office 
submits economic & budget 
reports to Congressional 
Budget Committees.

Agencies and the Office 
of Management & 
Budget begin working 
on the budget.

01 03President sends 
proposed budget to 
Congress on the first 
Monday in February.

02

The House vote on the 
conference report (using 
a simple majority).

06 The Senate vote on the 
conference report (using 
a simple majority).

06

A House-Senate conference 
committee resolves any 
differences between the 
two resolutions.

05

The House Budget Committees 
hold hearings & draft separate 
budget resolutions.

04 The Senate Budget Committees 
hold hearings & draft separate 
budget resolutions.

04


